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Jay Hakes is a writer and speaker based in New Orleans specializing in the history of U.S. 

energy policy, climate change and the American presidency.  He is the author of A Declaration 

of Energy: How Freedom from Foreign Oil Can Improve National Security, Our Economy, and 

the Environment and numerous articles.  During his career in government, he held numerous 

positions dealing with energy: Assistant to the Secretary of Interior, Director of the Florida 

Governor’s Energy’s Energy Office, Administrator of U.S. Energy Information Administration, 

and Director of Research and Policy for the report Deep Water: The Gulf Oil Disaster and the 

Future of Offshore Drilling.  He also served for thirteen years as Director of the Jimmy Carter 

Presidential Library in Atlanta.  Hakes holds a PhD from Duke University. 

 


